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 THE RIDE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Days 

25  Freedom Riders 

9 Rider nationalities, drawing from Africa, Asia 
and Latin America 

11 Towns visited in rural Minnesota 

19 Public events state-wide 

~1100 Miles covered by bus 

20 Miles covered on foot by Freedom Riders 

38+ Press hits featuring positive headlines about 
immigrants in Minnesota 

37 Immigrants registered to vote by Freedom 
Riders 

43 Commitment cards filled out by immigrant 
non-citizens 

~2000 People attending public events 

3 Coalitions organized in rural towns 
(Rochester, Moorhead, Worthington) 

35+ Organizations involved in 
planning/endorsing the Ride 

14 Personal connections made with political 
leaders during the Ride 

 
 



THE IMPACT OF THE RIDE  
 
The Minnesota Freedom Ride put positive images of 
immigrants into the media, forged genuine connections 
between rural and urban immigrants and 
organizations, and galvanized a core group of leaders to 
take on the challenge of a organizing a mass immigrant 
rights movement.  It achieved respect for the Minnesota 
Freedom Ride as an organization working for change, 
and inspired hope and determination among 
immigrants and allies state-wide. Highlights include: 
 
Civic participation:  The MN Freedom Ride set the 
stage for immigrant participation in 2004 elections 
through voter registration activities and trainings – 
before, after, and during the Freedom Ride. The 
League of Rural Voters, who coordinated these efforts 
in conjunction with the Freedom Ride, turned out 
hundreds of new immigrant voters in the November 2 
elections. Freedom Riders gained experience speaking 
with legislators about their issues, registered voters in Willmar and Worthington, and reached a 
deeper understanding of the in-state tuition bill and the steps to its passage, laying the groundwork 
for the 2005 legislative session.  
 
Coalition building:  New relationships between faith, labor, community groups, public entities, 
and arts organizations were built, and existing relationships were strengthened – in the Twin Cities 
and state-wide. Collaborative successes include: 

• Leadership from the AFL-CIO in planning the 
downtown march and rally and coordinating with 
unions across the state 

• Shared organizing with Centro Campesino’s 
Migrant March for Justice 

• Collaboration and shared organizing with the 
League of Rural Voter’s Latino GOTV plan 

• An interfaith event in conjunction with the MN 
Council on Churches’ People’s Pilgrimage to 
Overcome Poverty 

• Extensive collaboration with Sagrado Corazon 
Church in Minneapolis 

• Advisory leadership from UNITE HERE and SEIU 
• Local event planning with Centro Cultural in 

Moorhead, the Pelican Rapids Public 
Library, ACHLA and UNITE-HERE Local 21 
in Rochester, the West Central Integration 
Collaborative in Willmar, and UFCW Local 
1161 in Worthington 

• Engaged endorsement from the League of 
Women Voters and the League of Human 
Rights Commissions 

• Program coordination with Intermedia Arts 



The League of Rural Voters 
The League of Rural Voters (LRV) worked 
with the Minnesota Freedom Ride to 
accomplish civic engagement projects in 
greater Minnesota, including Austin, 
Owatonna, Worthington, Willmar, 
Moorhead, and Crookston. Projects were 
geared toward engaging immigrants in these 
communities regardless of their citizenship 
status, educating people about the electoral 
process and issues of importance to 
immigrants in these communities. In some 
towns, LRV trained organizers who were 
already engaged in local voter projects. In 
other communities, it hired and trained new 
organizers, helping them develop and 
coordinate local voter registration and voter 
turnout efforts. LRV's work with individuals 
and organizations in these six communities 
was effective in identifying, educating and 
turning out many new voters. LRV also 
fostered and developed relationships in these 
communities that will lead to future 
collaboration and success with civic 
engagement activities. 

 
We will leverage these relationships in future civic participation efforts. Moreover, through the 
Freedom Ride organizing effort many of those groups are better connected with each other, meeting 
our goal to kick-start a strong, viable state-wide network. The heart of our challenge is to continue 
building power in rural immigrant communities, to support the legislative action that we plan on 
undertaking. 
 
Leadership development:  In the months preceding the Freedom Ride, we were able to add on 
a lead organizer, Mariano Espinoza, paid organizers in Moorhead, Worthington and Winona, in-
kind organizers in Rochester, Owatonna and Willmar, a media coordinator, a project assistant, and 
six student interns. All but one member of the paid and in-kind staff are immigrants, many of whom 
had not worked professionally in a political capacity prior to the project. Participants in the 
Freedom Ride came to us as members of groups like Resource Center of the Americas, Progressive 
Minnesota, UNITE HERE Local 17, and the Jane Addams School for Democracy. Their journey 
together turned them into Freedom Riders. In the few short weeks since our return, Freedom 
Riders have already met to create a plan of action together as a cohesive group, getting involved in 

organizing campaigns state-wide as we prepare 
for the 2005 legislative session. The interns 
working on this project have since started 
immigrant advocacy organizations at the 
University of Minnesota and Macalester College, 
which they will coordinate with groups on other 
campuses and high schools. We plan to foster 
this energy by providing opportunities to lead. 
 
Connection to national movement: The 
MN Freedom Ride and Centro Campesino’s 
March for Justice brought national figures to 
Minnesota to reinforce the connection between 
our grass-roots organizing efforts here and the 
national movement for immigrants rights. 
Speakers included: 
• Eliseo Medina, International Vice President, SEIU 
• Tanis Ybara, International Secretary-Treasurer, 

United Farm Workers 
• Virginia Nesmith, Farm Labor Organizing 

Committee 
• Gabriela Flora, American Friends Service Committee 
Our work was reinforced by the New American 
Opportunity Campaign, our national parent 
organization. Through their ‘local events’ 
committee, we were connected with nearly 80 

other events across the country during a nationally-coordinated Week of Action for immigrants 
rights. The National Immigration Forum advised on media strategy and message development. 
Additionally, one of our Freedom Riders represented Minnesota in a National Lobby Day in 
September, meeting with six members of U.S. Congress and participating in a national press 
conference in Washington, DC. 
 
Bi-partisan momentum for the 2005 Dream Act in the State Legislature: In one week, we 
were able to have in-depth conversations with many of the bi-partisan sponsors of the state Dream 
Act and members of the Higher Education Committees. Through speeches and conversations at 



events, and interviews with the press, our message about in-state tuition rates for immigrant students 
was communicated to thousands of Minnesotans – told through the moving personal stories of 
Freedom Riders.  
 
Positive media exposure:  The Minnesota Freedom Ride succeeded in gaining nearly 40 stories 
in mainstream and ethnic print, radio and TV. In nearly every town we visited, we made front-page 
headlines, carrying our message about the positive contributions of immigrants to each community. 
Through wide media coverage, we were able to expose thousands of Minnesotans to the stories of 
Freedom Riders. Media success was made possible by funding for a media coordinator and 

considerable assistance from our national affiliates, 
who built new relationships with reporters across the 
state – relationships we will leverage in promoting 
immigrant issues in the future. 
 
Cross-cultural connections:  The Minnesota 
Freedom Ride created opportunities for participants 
to make connections across racial and ethnic lines, 
and to engage in meaningful dialogue about what it 
means to be an American. On the bus, an incredibly 
diverse group of people told stories, sang songs, 

learned together, prayed together, and shared a powerful, moving experience. The spirit of unity 
was demonstrated in each event, where members from co-existing communities came together to 
welcome the Freedom Riders into their towns with food, music, banners, and prayers. As in last 
year’s national Freedom Ride, we demonstrate a powerful social model when a group of people – 
some not sharing a common language – can be united by a common cause: the fight for justice and 
freedom. 
 
Photo Project:  A significant challenge for the immigrant rights movement is to engage traditional 
citizens on the subject of immigration and how their communities are changing – folks who may not 
turn out for a rally, for example. One method we have explored for addressing this challenge is 
through the arts. The Freedom Ride bus doubled as a mobile photography exhibit, showing aspects 
of immigrants’ daily life not usually seen by mainstream Minnesotans. The exhibit helped us 
connect with schoolchildren in Worthington, for example, and press coverage for the exhibit 
brought our message to a much 
wider audience. It also provided the 
Freedom Ride with a striking visual 
statement to attract public and media 
attention wherever the bus stopped. 

 
Minneapolis Star-Tribune, 
October 1, 2004 
Waiting to board the Freedom Bus 
Freedom riders Gabriel Ortiz, 
center, and Quito Ziegler, right, 
taught a chant to other riders on 
the Minnesota Freedom Ride on 
Thursday as they waited in front 
of the Sagrado Corazon Church for 
other Minneapolis riders to show 
up. The Minnesota ride is part of 
a National Week of Actions, with events in about 70 cities, that seeks to build support 
for comprehensive immigrant policy reform and highlight immigrant contributions to the 
United States. Part of the aim of the Minnesota ride is to connect rural immigrant 
communities with the immigrant community in the Twin Cities. 
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Challenges for the Future 
 
The Minnesota Freedom Ride was the third organizing 
project by the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride group, 
building on the energy and success of the national 
Freedom Ride in 2003 and our Dream Act campaign in 
the 2004 State Legislature. It was an attempt to take 
action on the lessons we had learned from these prior 
efforts: the power of cross-sector coalitions, the need to 
reach deeper and build capacity in greater Minnesota, the 
impact of telling personal stories. While we were able to 
pull together a strong series of events, areas of 
improvement include: 
 
Turnout:  The climate of organizing this year’s Freedom 
Ride was markedly different from 2003. With a critical 
election ahead, most partner organizations were already 
involved in mobilizing their immigrant base for their own 
programs, which had an impact on their ability to turn out 
members for Freedom Ride activities. On the one hand, 
the active organizing climate afforded us the opportunity to make new partnerships, and to 
coordinate activities as a community. On the other hand, there were several major projects 
occurring simultaneously that we were not able to dovetail, most notably ISAIAH’s Rolling 
Thunder program and organizing ‘blitzes’ for SEIU Local 113 and UFCW Local 789. These 
groups were crucial in making last year’s Freedom Ride a success, and their limited ability to 
participate in our activities affected turnout. Additionally, a major INS crackdown on immigrants in 
Faribault days before the Freedom Ride launched made many undocumented immigrants reluctant 
to participate in a high-profile event. There is also the simple fact that as a new organization, we are 
still building a base outside of our Freedom Riders. We rely on the participation of coalition 
organizations to provide us with people, and if they are unable to match commitments, our turnout 
is affected. 
 
Organizational capacity:  One year ago, we stood together as Freedom Riders at a rally in New 
York City, struck with the desire to continue the fight back at home in Minnesota. No one could 
have guessed that one year later, we would be standing together in a rally of our design, following a 
local Freedom Ride that we had organized ourselves. No organization stood waiting in Minnesota, 
prepared to receive us and transform our energy into comprehensive action – although some funds 
did exist for us to continue working. A group that built political capacity across ethnic lines, working 

state-wide, did not exist – and so we as 
Freedom Riders decided to take on that 
challenge. 
 
The Minnesota Freedom Ride was organized 
by a group with one telephone, one computer, 
no functioning database or board of directors – 
and until late July, when funding was granted 
by the Otto Bremer Foundation, one paid staff 
member. We had completed a ‘visioning 
process’ in April with the 2003 Freedom 
Riders, but the resources needed to implement 
those recommendations were not yet available. 



At the time, the urgency of sparking a popular movement felt more pressing than ensuring we were 
administratively equipped to pull off that vision, and endorsed by a leadership table, we decided to 
move forward and take action. In a certain sense, we put the cart before the horse. We were 
encouraged by the energy we felt coming from rural areas, and reassured by the support of 
organizational partners, especially the AFL-CIO. The Freedom Ride is an empowering testimony 
of what limited resources and passion can accomplish. 
 
That being said, in order to become a powerful immigrant rights organization, the Minnesota 
Freedom Ride must now take steps to increase our organizational effectiveness, including: 

• Establishing a formal Board of Directors to set goals and enforce accountability 
• Hiring permanent organizers, starting in Moorhead, Worthington, Rochester, and 

possibly Hmong and Somali organizers-at-large 
• Installing technical systems such as telephones and computers 
• Obtaining 501(c)(3) status, instead of using a fiscal agent 
• Broadening our base of foundation support 
• Clarifying our strategic identity 

We hope to address these issues by the end of 2004. 
 
Long-term challenges for the Minnesota Freedom Ride:  Traveling the state while 
organizing for the Freedom Ride provided us with an opportunity to assess the current state of 
immigrant organizing and civic participation in Minnesota. Based on this experience, the following 
outlines areas that we as an organizing community must address: 

• Building power and political capacity in rural immigrant communities  
• Building local organizational infrastructure to work with rural immigrants 
• Developing rural immigrant leadership 
• Creating enough energy to fuel a mass social movement 
• Addressing the fear hindering the ‘civic participation’ of undocumented immigrants 
• De-escalating the isolation and insulation of immigrant communities 
• Addressing the fear of change among traditional Minnesotans – building an 

understanding that immigrant rights are human rights, and that we as a community are 
all affected by injustice  

• Framing a clear, coordinated legislative agenda with realistic short- and long-term goals 
These challenges are the work of a movement, not just one organization, and we see a genuine 
interest from many organizations and funders to address these issues. The Minnesota Freedom Ride 
mobilization, a qualified success, was a trail-blazing effort in what we hope will become a mass 
movement for immigrants rights and social change. 



NEWS COVERAGE
 
Press hits: 
 

Print: 

Minneapolis Star-Tribune 

La Prensa (3) 

African-American 

Spokesman-Recorder 

Asian American Press 

City Pages 

Faribault Daily News 

Fergus Falls Journal 

Gente de Minnesota (3) 

Hmong Times 

Lazos Hispanos (4) 

Owatonna People’s Press 

Pelican Rapids Press 

Rochester Post-Bulletin (2) 

The Forum (Moorhead) 

Winona Daily News (2) 

Worthington Daily Globe 

 

TV: 

NBC National News 

KSTP-5 (ABC), St. Paul (2) 

Somali Community TV 

KAAL-6 (ABC), Rochester 

KSAX-43 (ABC), Alexandria 

 

Radio: 

Minnesota Public Radio 

KFAI 

WCCO Radio News 

 

Web: 

St. Paul Pioneer Press 

Workday Minnesota (4) 

 

 
Immigrants share their stories on bus tour 
By Shannon Fiecke | Winona Daily News  |  October 1, 2004  
 
Angela Fuentes is a high school senior who wants the same 
opportunity to attend college as her classmates. Hussein Mohamed 
Osman is a Somalian who fled civil war and would like his family 
to join him in America.  
 
These and other immigrants told their stories Thursday as part of 
the Minnesota Freedom Ride, which is meant to unite immigrants, 
promote their needs and highlight their contributions to the 
state. They stopped in Winona on an 11-city bus tour, which will 
end with a rally Oct. 4 in Minneapolis. 
 
One woman, Gabriela Flora, gave Sen. Bob Kierlin, R-Winona, three 
bottles of water, each with a label that told the story of a 
Mexican who met death trying to cross into America. At the time 
the bottles were made, over 200 people had died in an 11-month 
period, she said. Flora encouraged the passing of the federally 
proposed SOLVE Act, which would increase immigrants' opportunity 
to work legally in the U.S. 
 
"Immigrants are the base of our society," she said. 
 
Fuentes talked about the DREAM Act, which she said would allow 
non-resident immigrant children to attend college without having 
to pay out-of-state tuition. Some colleges won't even admit non-
resident immigrants, the Faribault, Minn., student said, and 
families like hers can't afford the double tuition other 
institutions charge because they're not considered residents. 
 
The senior is trying to get good grades so scholarships can pave 
her way through college, but not everyone can get them, she said. 
Many of her friends, who worked hard in school, can't afford to 
go on to college. 
 
"I want everyone to have a chance to keep studying and have a 
better future," she said. 
 
Osman is a St. Paul, Minn., man who came to America from a Kenyan 
refugee camp, where his family fled to during a civil war in 
Somalia. It's been five years since he's seen his wife and eight 
and 10-year-old children, and he sends money to support them. 
After he arrived in the United States, the government quit 
letting more people in, he said.  
 
"It takes many years," the Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport worker said. "It changes all the time." 
 
The doors are open again and Osman has applied for his family to 
come, but it could be five years. Some even have to wait 10, he said. 
 
"To come late is better than never," he said. 
 
Doug Nopar, an interpreter for Project FINE, said the top issue 
concerning local immigrants is fear of being deported, which 
makes it difficult for them to speak out when taken advantage of 
in the workplace. 
 
Nopar, who lives near Witoka, Minn. said the ride's message was 
immigrants deserve respect and an opportunity to work in America 
legally. Whether its vegetables, fruit, beef or chicken, chances 
are an immigrant helped produce what you're eating, he said. 
 
"Our society needs them," he said. 



POLITICAL IMPACT 
 
Over the five days of the Freedom Ride, Freedom Riders connected with elected officials 
from both parties, sharing their stories and engaging in meaningful dialogue on the Dream 

Act and other policies we will 
be addressing in the 2005 
legislative session. 
 
Elected officials Freedom Riders met 
with or were endorsed by: 
• Sen. Bob Kierlan (R-Winona) 
• Rep. Gene Pelowski (R-Winona) 
• U.S. Rep. Cand. Leigh Pomeroy (D-

Rochester) 
• Mayor Ardell F. Brede (Rochester) 
• Sen. Tom Neuville (R-Northfield) 
• Rep. Ray Cox (R-Northfield) 
• Sen. Sandy Pappas (D-St. Paul) 
• Rep. Karen Clark (D-Mpls) 
• Rep. Carlos Mariani (D-St. Paul) 
• Mayor R.T. Rybak (D-Mpls) 
• Sen. Mee Moua (D-St. Paul) 
• Rep. Frank Hornstein (D-Mpls) 
• Rep. Margaret Anderson-Kelliher (D-

Mpls) 
• City Council Member Robert Lilligren 

(D-Mpls) 
 
  
From the web site of Rep. Ray 
Cox (R-Northfield): 
  
Last Friday evening I met with 
the Minnesota Freedom Ride as 
the walkers came through this 
area. 
 
I got to know some of the 
folks associated with the 
Minnesota Freedom Ride during 
the last legislative session. 
They approached me about 
authoring legislation allowing 

everyone in Minnesota that graduates from a Minnesota high school and lives in Minnesota 
to attend a Minnesota public college or university as a resident. That seemed like a 
fairly simple request and I didn't fully understand the issue. 
 
Working with Mariano from the Freedom Ride group, he explained to me that there are 
children in Minnesota schools that cannot prove residency. They typically are children of 
parents that entered the United States illegally. Because they cannot prove that they are 
legal residents, some of our state colleges and universities charge the students out of 
state tuition which adds thousands of dollars to the cost of an education. I worked with 
Mariano on this legislation and authored it. As Mariano told me Friday evening, "We know 
it often takes 3-4 years to pass legislation. With your help again we are feeling 2005 
will be the year." I will continue to work with Mariano on this legislation. 
 
Senator Tom Neuville stopped out to visit with the Freedom Ride group as well. We visited 
for a bit over an hour at the Holy Cross church in Dundas, where the Freedom Ride people 
were staying for the evening. They had a very wet, cold day on Friday walking from 
Faribault to Northfield. 
 
This was a hard working group of people to visit with. There were folks from many areas... 
Guatemala, Liberia, Mexico, Somalia, etc. I enjoyed the visit... and wished I knew how to 
speak Spanish! 
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Freedom Riders stop in Worthington 
By Justine Wettschreck | Worthington Daily Globe | October 04, 2004 | excerpt 
 
WORTHINGTON — As it traveled down Tenth Street on Saturday morning, a bus with photos 
plastered to its side caused more than a few people to stop and stare. 
 
The bus was part of the Minnesota Freedom Ride, which left the Twin Cities on Thursday, 
stopping in Rochester, Austin, Owatonna, Faribault and Northfield before pulling into 
Worthington Saturday. On the side of the bus are various photos of immigrants, blown up 
large enough to be seen as the bus travels down the road. 
 
America Ramos, who works at Swift and Co. in Worthington, was one of the Freedom Riders. 
She has been in Worthington for more than two years and was born in the United States, 
though she did return to Mexico when she was 7 years old and stayed until she was 19. 
 
“I finished my studies there in business administration,” she said through an 
interpreter. “There’s not much work there, and I knew there were better jobs here.” 
 
Ramos hopes to enter college soon, and is currently studying English while she works 
packing meat. But she’s having trouble getting recognition for the courses she took in 
Mexico. 
 
“I’ll be moving on and moving forward,” Ramos said. “I’m just beginning here.” 
 
Ramos thinks the immigrants in Worthington help support the community. 
 
“We’re workers and consumers. I can see business increase,” she said. 
 
Mike Potter, president of the United Food and Commercial Workers Union No. 1161, told 
the audience, “There are many strong people in this great state of Minnesota. These 
courageous and brave people must send a message. They must be heard.” 

 
ONE RIDER’S STORY 
 
Day 4: October 3, 2004  America writes: 
 
I just know that this is an experience that I will never forget, I’m so happy because I can see that I’m not alone, that there 
are too many people with the same feelings, the same problems and the same purpose; “JUSTICE” to be treated all 
equally to have a better life, so that we could have a better life. 
 
As a woman that I am, I need to have the same opportunities and not only for me, but also for my family, friends, and all 
the immigrants. I wanna be more useful for this country but if I don’t have the opportunity to do it then how can I do it. 
 
After this experience with the Freedom Ride, I 
can say that I not only have new friends, I also 
have more power to keep fighting, more 
knowledge about our hard situation, and more 
hope that some day not so far, we all could forget 
color, race, frontiers, and barriers so that we 
could be united and be truly free. 
 
Now I can just say “Thanks to all the freedom 
riders” and to all the people who supported it. 
 
AMERICA. 
 
America Ramos 
UFCW Local 1161 
Worthington 
 

America shakes hands with Father Lorenzo of Sacred Heart Church before 
leaving on the Freedom Ride 



“American Family: Stories behind the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride” 
 

The Minnesota Freedom Ride 
brought Alison Quito Ziegler’s 
documentary photography 
project, “American Family: 
Stories behind the Immigrant 
Workers Freedom Ride,” back 
into the communities where it 
was photographed (including 
Rochester, Faribault and 
Worthington) for a unique 
display of public art.  
 
The “American Family” exhibit 
documents the daily lives of seven 
immigrants in Minnesota, all of 
whom participated in the 

national Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride in 2003. Accompanying the exhibit are text pieces taken 
from oral history interviews, conducted by Elizabeth Sorce for her Macalester College honors thesis. 
 
During the Minnesota Freedom Ride, additional portraits of displaced Latino residents from 
Montgomery were also exhibited, highlighting one of Centro Campesino’s central campaigns – and 
one of  our shared stops on the Freedom Ride. 
 
At the Freedom Ride, we believe that one of the root causes of our need to organize is racism. 
Minnesota’s social landscape is changing rapidly and communities are not always equipped to handle 
those changes. However, meaningful exposure is often the first step to overcoming racism, and images 
are often more powerful than words. We are committed to addressing racism through the arts, using 
it as a means to start conversations about our work and the true story of immigration in Minnesota. 

 

Seef 
Rochester 
 
I didn’t have friends before the Freedom Ride. Suzanne came to me and said 
we are two buses. One is “People” and the other is “Power.” The “Power” 
is mostly Mexican and they don’t speak English. You are going with 
“ Power.” I said, “huh?”  And then five hours we are from Columbus, Ohio 
to Baltimore only just me and all the Mexicans. But after that I was not afraid 
at all because I wanted to learn something from them. I learned some Spanish 
– amigo, como estás? And we sang more songs – chikitee-boom… The 
Mexicans who I met in the bus, that was nice. Those people, I am honest, 
were nice. I never knew them before and five hours with them and only just 
me – I am one African sitting with Mexicans. I will never forget it. 
 



ENDORSERS & ORGANIZERS  
AFL-CIO 
AFTRA Twin Cities Local 
Alliance for Fair Federal Immigration Reform in Minnesota 
(AFFIRM)  
Alliance of Chicanos, Hispanics and Latin Americans 
(ACHLA), Rochester 
American Friends Service Committee 
Centro Campesino 
Centro Cultural de Fargo-Moorhead 
Centro de Derechos Laborales 
Centro Legal 
Confederation of Somali Community in Minnesota 
Greater MN Council of Churches 
HACER 
ISAIAH 
La Iglesia del Sagrado Corazon 
Laborers Union District Council 
Intermedia Arts 
League of Minnesota Human Rights Commissions 
League of Rural Voters 
League of Women Voters 
Minneapolis Area Synod 
Minneapolis Civil Rights Commission 
MN Council of Churches 
MN Fair Trade Coalition 
National Voice 
Progressive Minnesota 
Resource Center of the Americas 
Rochester Somali TV 
SEIU State Council 
SEIU Local 26 
SEIU Local 113 
Somali Community Resettlement, Inc. 
Southwest Central Labor Council 
Twin Cities Labor & Religion Network 
UFCW Local 789 
UFCW Local 1161 
UNITE HERE Local 17  
UNITE HERE Local 21 
West Central Integration Collaborative, Willmar 

FINANCIAL & IN-KIND SUPPORT 
Democracy! Fund 
El Fondo de la Comunidad 
Headwaters Foundation for Justice 
Otto Bremer Foundation 
AFL-CIO 
American Friends Service Committee 
DigiGraphics, Inc. 
Heng One-Hour Photo 
Jefferson Bus Lines 
Labor Studies Resource Center 
Laborers Union District Council  
League of Rural Voters 
League of Women Voters – Plymouth/Wayzata 
Minneapolis Area Synod 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
SEIU Local 26 
SEIU Local 113 
Southwest Central Labor Council 
St. Paul Trades & Labor 
St. Paul Labor Studies & Resource Center 
UFCW Local 1161 
UNITE HERE Local 17 
UNITE HERE Local 21 
Special thanks to the AFL-CIO Immigrant Voter Project, 
who provided lunch for us on October 4th: 
UFCW Local 789 
UNITE HERE Local 17 
SEIU Local 26 
AFSCME Local 14 
Minnesota Building & Construction Trades 
MAPE 
Teamsters Joint Council 
 
 

 
 
 

All photos in this report taken by Alison Quito Ziegler, except where 
noted 
 


